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projects will pay family-supporting
wages and that they also ensure
projects will be built to the highest
standards by skilled, safe, and well-
trained construction workers.

Numerous studies have shown, con-
trary to the claims of corporate inter-
ests, that Davis-Bacon wage protec-
tions do not increase taxpayers’ costs.
That is the one thing that you are
going to hear from Republicans and
downtown business interest people
when they want to keep income in-
equality growing in this country in-
stead of trying to stop income inequal-
ity is that Davis-Bacon drives up wages
because it allows families to put more
food on their table. I think that is a
doggone shame.

Fairly paid craftsmen added value to
our investments in infrastructure, and
Davis-Bacon must continue to be in-
cluded in any infrastructure plan. Re-
peal of Davis-Bacon would decrease the
quality of blue-collar jobs, and that is
a loss that we cannot afford. A repeal
of Davis-Bacon would decrease the
amount of money that you take home
every week or that you take home
every 2 weeks, however often you get
that check, however often you look for
that direct deposit so you can make
those bills. If we repeal Davis-Bacon,
you will not be making those bills as
easy as you were before.

You need to let your Republican
Member of Congress know that you
want to bring more money home, that
you want these prevailing wages, that
you do not want to lose these, that it
would be absolutely devastating for
your family.

Another area that Blue Collar Caucus
has talked about, another area that we
are going to continue to talk about and
that Congress should press forward on
in great speed is the Buy America pro-
visions. They have to be in any infra-
structure package that we pass.

Buy America generally requires that
projects carried out by State and local
governments use U.S.-made iron and
steel and that they also require domes-
tic production and assembly of other
manufactured goods be made right here
in the good old USA.

These projects—again, mainly high-
ways, public transportation, aviation—
are vitally important to our economy,
and ensuring that these projects are
made with quality American-made
goods means that we get better value
and that we put our own people to
work. All of this means more and bet-
ter jobs for hardworking Americans
out there.

As we set about rebuilding America’s
infrastructure, we have to make sure
that we are building an economy that
works for everyone and not just the
corporate interests in this country be-
cause, again, we have to do something
about income inequality in this coun-
try. It is very real. Productivity is up.
People’s paychecks are stagnant. That
is why people still feel the economic
pinch and the economic pain, because
they see the growth, they see the tech-
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nology, but they don’t see their pay-
checks getting any fatter—but they do
feel themselves struggling more and
more and more. We have got to change
that.

I would like to again thank Rep-
resentative BOYLE just for being an ad-
vocate for the hardworking citizens in
the Philadelphia area in his district,
just for being a voice on this, and other
Members of Congress that came out to-
night—Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. LIPINSKI, and
others—because we know that this is
important.

We have to keep talking about this.
We cannot continue to let the Amer-
ican worker fail. We cannot continue
to let the American worker’s dollar not
grow while we see our economy grow
and while we see new technology and
fat cats getting rich, seeing corporate
America getting rich but the average,
everyday American just continues to
fall further and further behind. It has
to end. It has to end.

Congress needs to work together to
do something about that. I am glad
that the Democratic Party in the
United States House of Representatives
is taking the lead on this issue.

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, I yield back the
balance of my time.

————

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 867. An act to provide support for law
enforcement agency efforts to protect the
mental health and well-being of law enforce-
ment officers, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, I move that the
House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 43 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, May 18, 2017, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1359. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter au-
thorizing 26 officers to wear the insignia of
the grade of major general or brigadier gen-
eral, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 777(b)(3)(B); Pub-
lic Law 104-106, Sec. 503(a)(1) (as added by
Public Law 108-136, Sec. 509(a)(3)); (117 Stat.
1458); to the Committee on Armed Services.

1360. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Indirect Food Additives: Polymers [Docket
No.: FDA-2016-F-1805] received May 16, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
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104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

1361. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s interim final
rule — Food Labeling; Nutrition Labeling of
Standard Menu Items in Restaurants and
Similar Retail Food Establishments; Exten-
sion of Compliance Date; Request for Com-
ments [Docket No.: FDA-2011-F-0172] (RIN:
0910-ZA48) received May 16, 2017, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

1362. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Army’s proposed
Letter of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of India, Transmittal No. 17-08, pur-
suant to Sec. 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export
Control Act, as amended; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

1363. A letter from the President and Chief
Executive Officer, Federal Home Loan Bank
of Topeka, transmitting the 2016 manage-
ment report of the Federal Home Loan Bank
of Topeka, pursuant to the Chief Financial
Officers Act of 1990; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

1364. A letter from the Chairperson, Coun-
cil of the Inspectors General on Integrity
and Efficiency, transmitting the Council’s
FY 2016 No FEAR Act report, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law 107-174, 203(a)
(as amended by Public Law 109-435, Sec.
604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

1365. A letter from the Acting Chairman,
National Credit TUnion Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s Inspector
General’s semi-annual report for October 1,
2016, through March 31, 2017, pursuant to Sec.
5(b) of the Inspector General Act of 1978; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

1366. A letter from the Acting Officer, Of-
fice for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s FY 2016 No FEAR Act
report, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public
Law 107-174, 203(a) (as amended by Public
Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

1367. A letter from the Chief, Office of Reg-
ulation Policy and Management, Office of
the Secretary (00REG), Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, transmitting the Department’s
resolution of interim final rule — Extension
of Pharmacy Copayments for Medications
(RIN: 2900-AP87) received May 16, 2017, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

1368. A letter from the Chief, Office of Reg-
ulation Policy and Management, Office of
the Secretary (00REG), Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Payment or Reimbursement for
Certain Medical Expenses for Camp Lejeune
Family Members (RIN: 2900-A079) received
May 16, 2017, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Commaittee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. CHAFFETZ: Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform. H.R. 195. A bill to
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